THE  AKABS  BEFORE  ISLAM,                         13

went out and slew him,, and prepared him with fire
for the strangers' need* And when he saw them
eating with his wife and children, he exclaimed, " It
were a shame that you alone should eat whilst all the
Nsamp is perishing with hunger "; and he went and
called the neighbours to the meal, and in the morning
there remained of the horse nothing but his bones.
But the master, wrapped in his mantle, sat apart in a
corner of the tent.

This Hatina is a type of the Arab  nature at  its
noblest.    Though renowned for his courage and skill
in war, he never suffered his enmity to overcome his
generosity.    He had sworn an oath never to take a
man's life, and he strictly observed it, and always with-
held the fatal blow.    In spite of his clemency, he was
ever successful in the wars of his clan,  and brought
back from his raids many a rich spoil, only to  spend
it at once in his princely fashion.    His generosity and
faithful observance of his word at times placed  him
in positions of  great  danger; but the alternative of
denying his principles seems never to have occurred
to his mind.    For instance, he had imposed upon him-
self as a law never to refuse a gift to him that asked
it of him.    Once, engaged  in single combat, he had
disarmed and routed his opponent, who then turned
and said, a Hatini, give me thy spear."    At once he
threw it to him, leaving himself defenceless; and had
he not met an adversary worthy of himself, this had
been the last of his deeds.    Happily Hatina was not
the only generous warrior of the Arabs, and his foe
did not avail himself of his advantage.   "When Eatim*s